
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



112 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Die Einwanderung der israelitischen Stamme in Kanaan. 

Historisch-kritische Untersuchungen. Von Carl Steuer- 

nagel. Berlin: Schwetschke, 1901. Pp. vii + 131. M. 
3.60. 

This book, as its author tells us in his preface, was written for the 
use of scholars who have already worked in its field. It is, indeed, a 
scholarly and thorough discussion of the complicated questions with 
which it deals. The author expresses at the outset his conviction that 
the old Israelite traditions are more trustworthy, and contain more 
available material, than modern scholars have generally supposed ; and 
announces it as his chief purpose to demonstrate this, showing in the 
case of the patriarchal stories, in particular, how they may be used as a 
basis for reconstructing the early history of the tribes of Israel. He 
accordingly attempts to follow farther and more consistently than his 
predecessors the theory that under the legends of the patriarchs are to 
be found, half concealed, the records of races and families ; the inci- 
dents narrated of Jacob, Joseph, Rachel, and the rest really standing 
for the movements and migrations of tribes. That this mode of criti- 
cal procedure is justified, at least to a considerable extent, has long 
been recognized. The Old Testament writers themselves have unmis- 
takably pointed the way to it. Steuernagel's main results are not dif- 
ferent from those which have been reached and recorded by other 
scholars in recent years. At many points, however, he has thrown 
new light on details, or opened the way for fresh discussion. 

The book contains more than its title indicates. The first section, 
occupying forty -nine pages, contains a detailed examination of all the 
available material relating, or thought to relate, to the early history of 
the Israelitish tribes ; the genealogical system, the various groups and 
their interrelations, the order of the individual members of the groups, 
and so on. With p. 50 begins the criticism of the traditions relating 
to the immigration. These he divides into two classes : traditions 
relating to tribe ancestors, contained in the tales of the patriarchs ; 
and traditions relating to the movements of tribes, found chiefly in 
the narratives of Joshua and Numbers. In sifting this material, it is 
not strange that he should come upon some refractory portions of nar- 
rative which cannot be made to fit into his historical scheme. Thus he 
concludes in regard to the anecdotes in which Esau plays a part, in Gen., 
chaps. 32, 33, and 35, that they must of necessity be regarded merely 
as creations of the story-teller's art. In discussing the difficult ques- 
tions relating to the origin of the name " Israel," and the causes of 
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its ultimate substitution for "Jacob," Steuernagel rejects the theory, 
which now has so many adherents, that Jacob was originally a Canaan- 
ite people, quite distinct from the Israel tribes, which appeared later 
on the scene. He also suggests (with some hesitation, it should be 
observed to his credit) that ^HITC may have been derived from ID^H 

As for the general results of the investigation which occupies this 
division of the book, it must be said that Steuernagel can fairly claim 
to have made some new and real gains for the history of Israel. At 
the same time it must be added (what is, indeed, inevitable in such a 
difficult undertaking as this one) that a part of the distinctly new-con- 
clusions will hardly meet with general acceptance. Thus, for example, 
the ingenious, but extremely precarious, combinations based on Gen., 
chap. 38 (pp. 79 f.); the conclusions drawn from the mention of 
Reuben in Numb., chap. 16 (pp. 102 f.); the identification of the 
Balaam of Numb., chaps. 22-24, with Laban(p. 104); and so on. 

In the third and last division of the book, dealing with the chro- 
nology, the available material found in the Egyptian records and the 
El-Amarna letters is carefully sifted. The most important conclusion 
reached here is the identification of the " Khabiri " with the Leah 
tribes, which, according to his theory, must have entered the land some 
time before the Jacob-Rachel tribes. 

The book is provided with two indexes ; the one of subjects, the 
other of Old Testament passages. 

Charles C. Torrey. 

Yale University. 

Modern Criticism and the Preaching of the Old Testa- 
ment. By George Adam Smith. New York : Armstrong 
& Son, 1901. Pp. xii + 325. §1.50. 

" The eight lectures in this volume — or at least as much as it was possible 
to read in the time allotted — were delivered before Yale University in 1899. 
I have thought it best to leave them as lectures ; that is, in the style of spoken 
discourse. With one exception they are printed as they were prepared for 
delivery, but I have worked into four of them — I, III, IV, and VI — some 

material from books which have appeared since they were spoken 

Obviously eight lectures cannot provide an exhaustive treatment of these 
themes ; but the lectures contain, I trust, enough to serve their purely practi- 
cal aim, and to exhibit to students and preachers the religious effects of the 
critical interpretation of the larger half of the Scriptures of the church." 

These words from the author's preface state clearly how this vol- 
ume came into existence, and the limitations under which he worked. 



